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HISTORY OF UNION BAPTIST

CHURCH

OF BALTIMORE

Tue Unxion Baprist CHURCH OF BALTIMORE
and
Tre Ministers WHo Mape HeEr Famous

THE Union Baptist Church of Baltimore was or-
ganized May 10th, 1852 on Lewis Street between Or-
leans and Mullikin Sts. in East Baltimore, Md. That
it took this name from the beginning, there can be no
doubt, other claims not withstanding. It reported the
following October to the Maryland Baptist Union Asso-
ciation with this name. The pseudonym, “Lewis Street
Baptist Church” only distinguished its location, as did
“North Street” later.

The congregation was established with fifty-seven
members, about thirty of whom came along with the
Rev. John Carey, its founder, from the First Baptist
Church, and others, who came presumably, from an ob-
cure mission then existing in the vicinity of the Bel Air
Market.

It will be recalled that the First Baptist Church had °

built an edifice in 1841 under its founder, the Rev. Moses
Clayton, father of the denomination here. This church
called the Rev. John Carey in 1849 and the records show
that during the two years of his ministry there the church
ran into financial difficulties. The building was sold to
pay its debts in January 1852 and the Rev. Carey resign-
ed almost immediately. As most of the early officers of
Union were formerly officers of the First Church, there
can be little doubt that these officers came along with
Rev. Carey to form The Union,

The church now undertook to buy this edifice from
the purchaser, one Benjamin Brown, recorded on the deed
as a “free Negro.”” Brown had been a former officer of
the First Church. The purchase price as recorded was
two hundred forty-nine dollars and fifty cents.

The year after its organization the report to the Union
Association speaks of “marked progress” and proudly
points out that one-half of its purchase price had been
paid as well as the Ground Rent of fifty dollars, The
membership was then given as 58 and the money sent up
to the Association was $1.50.

One Samuel Hackett, the first clerk, and the Rev.
John Carey were the credited representatives at the
session.

The report for 1854 recites that the building had been
paid for. The latter part of this year or early the next.
T'he Rev. Carey resigned.

Both its Deed and Charter were secured in 1855.

The document which incorporates Union into a church
Is an interesting paper. It attempts to declare the gen-
eral principles of the Baptist Church; outlines the duties
of the pastor, deacons and trustees; limits the voting
powers to the “males of the age of twenty-one and above”
and refers to the pastor as “BISHOP.” This declara-
tion is followed by a certificate which recites:

“We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that
this Constitution was adopted by the members
of the Lewis Street Baptist Church, in Bal-
timore City, at the organization of the Church
and that we, the subscribers were duly elected
trustees and pastor of the said church, Wit-
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ness our hands this 10th day of May, 1852.”

This certificate was signed by John Carey as pastor
and Thomas R. Reams, John Ashton, John Madden,
Benjamin Brown and Thomas Jones. Of these, Thomas
Jones and Thomas Reams made their marks.

Thomas Reams, one of the signers of the incorporation
papers, and one Brother Charles Smith represented the
church in the Union Association and reported “no pas-
tor and 43 members.” '

In April 1856, the church called as pastor the late Rev.
Chancey Leonard, reputed to have been a gentleman of
very high Christian character. The congregation was
much improved in morale, and peace and harmony ruled
during his stay of two years. The membership now
went back to its starting point of 57. Rev. Leonard re-
signed in 1858 and the Rev. Mr. Isaac Kendall was
called the latter part of this year, but very promptly
declined the call when he found that the church was too
poor to pay a salary.

In 1859-60 the church had no pastor, but in a measure
maintained regular worship. Strange to say the mem-
bership increased to 65 without such a leader and so it
was in 1861, at about the outbreak of the Civil War
when the church called to her aid the services of Rev.
William Williams.

UPWARD TREND

With the coming of Rev. Williams the first real step
in Union’s history begins. In spite of those terrible and
trying days of the Civil War, the Rev. Mr. Williams
successfully carried on. At times his membership trailed
below the mark, but seemingly he never grew tired or

‘discoﬁraged. As he reported, the “troubles of the country
have ‘greatly affected the church,” yet, he gives the cheer-
ful remark, the “house is sometimes crowded.” By the
close of the war the church was able to report a ‘“very
prosperous year’” with a membership of 124.”" This sama
year the Sunday School began to show some added life
with three teachers and 20 scholars and a total collection
for the year of $4.16 and 50 vo.umeas in the nw.a

When one reads the minutes of the other churches
(white) during this terrible war period, he can appre-
ciate by comparison, the magnitude of this effort.

In 1846, we note, in passing, that Brother Lewis

Hicks, later a pastor of the First Church and an impor-
tant figure in church life of the State, was one of Union’s
delegdtes to the Union Association.
.gt will be recalled that in 1866 the Saratoga Street
venture (the second colored Bapti:t Church to be es-
tablished ), came to an end with the church ¢i rasd ug
The majority of these faithful workers joined Union and
brought untold strength to this struggling congregation.
In her later history the names of several of her most pro-
minent members are those who came to Union at this
time—men, who had touched and been influenced by that
fine and noble old character, Rev. Noah Davis, who had
fathered that band of pioneers. These include the Mad-
den brothers, Deacon West; the Weavers, including the
illustrious Brother Benjamin Weaver; the Blackwells
and W. P. Thompson, who later became, pastor of the
church. ’

Mr. Weaver had been elected in 1859, superintendent
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OUR GREAT SENIOR CHOIR
Inset — Prof Houston R. Jackson, Choir Master
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History Continued

of the Saratoga Street Sunday School and upon his com-
ing to Union, was immediately placed in charge. For
about forty years thereafter he piloted this auxiliary.
The church in 1867 reported “a very prosperous year
with Rev. William Williams and W. P. Thompson as
official representatives. The newcomers had brought new
life and energy to the Union. ‘Her services were now
over-crowded, the church therefore took thought of se-
curing larger quarters. The Maryland Union Associa-
tion through its Extension Society and the help of such
zood white men as the late Rev. Franklin Wilson, Chris-
topher West, Hiram Woods, Henry Taylor and others,
finally agreed to help finance the buying of the Old De-
sciples’ Meeting House on North Street (now Guilford
Avenue.) The church moved to this site inr 1868.

This move however, met with considerable opposition
and a lawsuit followed by those who tenaciously held on
to the old Lewis Street site. The Union won eventually
and the twenty-six members who had been excluded were
restored.

{n all, the Rev. Mr. Williams served Union for about
eight years; anxious and long years during those turbu-
lent days of the Civil War; years of toil and.real sacri;
fice. At the close of his great work Union could boast
of 210 members, a very fine meeting house to worship in;
a flourishing little Sunday School of nine officers and 67
members and 230 volumes in her “library.” The Sunday
School’s collections for the year amounted to $38.32.
Peace and harmony prevailed and a new viewpoint and
hope had seized the Baptist heart.

In the autumn after the death of Rev. Williams, the
church ordained Williamx P. Thonipson and called him
immediately to carry on the work he had manifested so
much interest in and knew so much about. He was a
native of Baltimore, a very young man and gave promisc
of a great future.

For his first year’s effort he counted nine conversions
and by the next year was able to report 47 as hatin{
been added by baptism to the roster of membérs.
Moreover, the entire indebtedness on the building had
been paid, two members were out studying for the min-
istry and there was a total membership of two hundred
sixty-seven.

But alas! This usefulness was to be short lived, for
early in January 1872, death claimed him as an untimely
victim.

From February until October the church was again
without a minister. Under the guidance of such faithful
laymen as French Madden, William C. Lawson, Roy-
ston Blackwell and Henry P. Waters, she continued her
activities, the collecting of funds for the buying of the
ground about her building. During this period and
through the thoughtfulness of the late Reverend Dr. G.
M. P. King, then president of Wayland Seminary, the
was amply pulpit  supplied by students and form-
er graduates of this famous old institution. It was dur-
ing an engagement of this sort that the church discovered
in the young graduate Harvey Johnson the type of lead-
ership it deserved and called him in late October of this
year as it leader.

-

As glorious as had been Union’s history up to this date,
her real program of usefulness begins from this memor-
able date. Not only of Union, as that matters, for as Dr.
George F. Bragg, Jr., has wisely opined, it -is from this
date that the history of the Maryland Negro Baptists
begins.

THE HARVEY JOHNSON ADMINISTRATION

It was in October 1872 that the young Rev., Harvey
Johnson took charge of the Union Baptist Church. Al-
though the Baptist cause had been planted within our
group in Maryland at least thirty-six years, the number
of Colored Baptists within the State numbered less than
five hundred. In the brief space of time between Rev.
Thompson’s death (January) and the calling of Dr.
Harvey Johnson (October) the  little church, now
thoroughly alive with enthusiasm, ‘“‘carried on” in the
collecting of funds for the new building and so with a
new paster, the church became a bee-hive in activities.

Rev. Johnson was a forceful and convincing leader
and also a great gospel preacher. Soon the people turn-
ed out “en masse” to hear him and very quickly indeed
the results showed in the church register of members.
Within the first two years the church membership was
over the five-hundred mark, nor was it growing in mem-
bership alone. Soon after his coming Rev. Johnson
thaught to make the church self-respecting and inde-
pendent, by making it self-supporting. He accordingly,
refused all aid from the Union Association and called
upon the church to bear its own burdens. By 1874 the
building had been outgrown and all plans made for a
new one. The next year the membership was nine hun-
dred and twenty, the old building had been torn away,
and another was being built. The minutee inform that
“two are studying for the minist;'y and we have a mis-
sionary who has aided in organizing two churches in
Carroll and Frederick Counties.”

On January 23, 1876, the new church building was
formally dedicated. The entire structure had cost over
$20,000, an enormous sum in those days.

And so Union gre\w by leaps and bounds. By 1877
her register showed 1,368 members and an additional
hundred the next year. A program of expansion had
been inaugurated and four mission Sunday Schools were
established in the city; four men were stﬁdying fz)r the
ministry and a mission had been planted at Westminis-
ter, Maryland.

In the meantime (September 29 1874) 16 members
had been granted letters and the Macedonia Church
been established. In 1879 twenty-seven members were
set apart as the Perkins Square Baptist Church.

Going back to her other records, by 1879 all indebt-
edness had been wiped out and the report the following
yvear gave thegnumber studying for the ministry as six.

The roll steadily increased and by 1785 had crossed
the 2,000 marks, nor did it stop until in|1912 it reached
its peak with amembership of 3,028.

I might go on indefinitely, but shall have to content
myself in generalities by saying that Union is reason-
ably regarded as the fountainhead of missions of our
denomination.

in the little table found elsewhere I have attempted
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OTHER MAKERS OF HISTORY

»=4, Ordained from Union: Revs. Walker, Dennis, Alexander, Watson;
3, S. S. Booker, a former S. S. Supt.; 6, Deacon Brabham, Custodian;
7, Attorney L. G. Koger, Pres. Brotherhood; 8, Dr. F. M. Wood,
S. S. Supt. Emeritus; 9, Fenton Mallory, S. S. Teacher, 14 years with=
out anbsence; 10, L. H. Davenport, Trustee and oldest member; 11,
Wm. A. Chatmon, our Clerk; 12, A. B. Koger, S. S. Supt.. author of

this work, etc. 13, Mrs., Veola Coleman; 14, J. P. Evans (Deceased).
15, Dr. H. Johnson (1872).
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History Continued

to list some of the churches established by the TUnion
during this administration as well as a number of minis-
ters ordained. This cold list, by no means can tell of
the Struggle, assistance, hard fought problams over-
come and of the time and attention as well as organiza-
tion required to accoomplish thesc ends. Nor does the lisg
include those student-ministers who made special ap-
peals to Union for aid and were always remembered.
This spirit has been manifest in other administrations.
Under Dr. Over two young ministers were assisted, viz.
the Rev. Bradshaw and D. A. Scott. In the Boddie ad-
ministration our own Hyason Diggs, received substan-
tial aid.

Nor has this aid been extended to ministers alone,
as evidenced by the fact that a set of books was given
to the first colored lawyer admitted to practice in Bal-
timore.

Among the mission Sunday Schools, teachers and
literature were often supplied, while in the case of the
mission at Westminister, Md. an edifice at a cost of
$850.00 was erected by the Union.

Historians of the future will have to chronicle more
in detail these and other undertakings of this great in-
stitution and the great leaders who made it famous. Well
might Dr. George F. Bragg, Jr., in his “Men of Mary-
land” declare that it was Dr. Harvey Johnson who put
the Baptists of Maryland on the ecclesiastical map. Suf-
fice it to say, that Union’s influence has been felt
throughout the nation and her offspring of ministérs
have held charges from Massachusetts to Texas. Her
laymen are legion and their influence inestimable.
I venture to say in practically every church within the
city, may be found laymen, who can, and in most cases,
do with pride, point out, that they received inspiration,
growth and training from the Union.

When The Union had worshipped at the old North
Street site for about twenty-eight years. the farsighted
leader saw that the time had come for a change. To
follow the trend of the shift in Negro population to
the Northwest section, was the desire of its member-
ship. The trustees were therefore advised to locate a
site there. After considerable effort. lots were secure:i
on Druid Hill Avenue above Dolphin Street (the presemnt
site). In course of time the building was started

In the meantime the old North Street meeting house
was sold and services were conducted in the Nazarite
Hall. The last Sunday of worship at North Street was
the first Sunday in May, 1904.

The new edifice was dedicated December 17, 1905. 1t
had cost $51,256. The ground purchased in 1921, cost
an additional $6,500.00. The building is of stone and
has poured stained-glass windows. Tt has a lecture-
Sunday School department on the ground floor, as well
as toilet, kitchen and offices, one or two store-rooms and
a small library storage room. On the second floor the
main auditorium will seat about elght hundred; thera
also is the pastor’'s study, the officers room, the choir’'s
room, and Finance room. Her pipe organ was huilt
back and overhead of the pulpit rostrum. The walls are
fresco and the wood done in Mahogany.

In a work of this length I cannot point out the work-

ings of this master mind and of this interested and
working congregation during the golden years that fol-
lowed. Pick up here and there throughout this story,
the little threads of its workings in missions and educa-
tion and in other lines and weave them together into
the beautiful fabric of usefulness.

Enfeebled now and literally worn out in service, DT.
Johnson merely held on in the early twenties. In No-
vember 1922 the church celebrated Dr. Johnson's haif
century arn’'versary. Men from every walk of life did
him honor. He died the following January.

As long as was this ministry however, no panic came
to Union.. Dr. Johnson had planned that and the set of
officers he had trained took the reins and carried on
pending the search for a leader.

During these two years all outstanding debts were
paid and the entire church overhauled and painted.

DR. OVER SERVES

In November 1924, almost two years after Dr. John-
son’s death, the Rev, Dr. David E. Over, a former pasto*
of the Zion Baptist Church at Denver, Colo. came to
Union as its minister. He was elderly and of the older
school of thought.

Following, however., as he did a minister of the type
and training of Dr. Johnson, it is neither strange, nor
unusual that his task was a difficult one. During those
last years of Dr. Johnson's administration, much of the
younger life had left the church; the program was an-
tiquated and unsuited and much tension felt. The
strain and effects of the influx from the south, during
and following the World War, were also being felt in
Union as well as in many of the other churches of the
city.

With Dr. Over’s coming with his matchless technique
as a noted pulpiteer, the church immediately took on
new life and activity. Her pews were crowded on Sun-
days and her coffers bulged with the offerings of a peo-
ple willing to undertake another great program.

During the brief tenure of office, nearly fifty thousand
dollars were collected; a parsonage costing $9.500 was
purchased and furnished also, a suitable tombstone was
erecied to the memory of Dr. Johnson. The entire
church was responsive and yielding. A program of ex-
pansion was advocated next, by the pastor. Unfortu-
nately, one of the principle parts of this program of ex-
pansion, was the moving of the congregation to another
site. Opposition arose immediately. The congregation
regarded this church building as a shrine to their late
leader and to talk of leaving it was sacrilege. Dr. Over
insisted however, and the church reluctantly, but
promptly severed its ties with him. (March 8, 1928).

Dr. Over organized, with a block of 187 prominent and
active members who stuck to him, the Providence Bap-
tist Church. Some few of this number later returned to
the church however. Union was later successful in a
lawsuit which grew out of this transaction.

Upon Dr. Over’s leaving the church was again put in
the hands of a Pulpit Commitiee which sought a leader
for the congregation.
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OTHER MAKERS OF HISTORY
Right—Rev. Edw. Brown, ordained at Umion
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History Continued

THE BODDIE ADMINISTRATION

In May 1929 the Church call-d as its leader the Rev.
J. Timothy Boddie, son of the late Rev. J. B. Boddie,
noted evangelist. Though you—g for such responsibili-
ties, Rev. Boddie guided Union ‘hrough the early day of
the depression, with great tact and skill.

He accepted the church’s policy of pay-as-you-go-dur-
ing-these-hard-times and emerged ten years later with
an enviable record and a host of wellwishers and friends.

The material gains are not a fair test of this admin-
{stration. The peace that Rev. Boddie lead the charge
into; the fine spiritual and friendly attitude amount t»
more perhaps, than material gains. During the early
part of the depression the Church fed several thousand
persons while the government adjusted and formulated
a policy of handling these. Later the administration re-
paired the windows, caulked her sides etc. repainted her
entire interior and brought the choir down from the !oft
at the back. into a choir stand on the pulpit’s level. The
organ was also rebuilt. .

The Rev. Boddie resigned in October 1939 and in
March 1940 the Rev. Dr. Baxter L. Matthews assumed
the leadership. .

OUR PRESENT EFFORTS

Newer life is being manifested in Union with the com-
ing of the present minister. His services are attended
well and his program is being accepted and responded
to. Already he has made certain repairs to the win-
dows and doors and fresh paints have been added to the
parsonage and parts of the church proper.

That a long looked for dream of many of her n}embors
may at long last be realized is indicated by hit desire
for a community program. The property next door,—a
three story dwelling—has been purchased and already
plans are being made for renovation and this spring will
no doubt usher in a small, hut strong. Parish House
effort.

That others are interested in the new order may he
manifest in the number of workers undertaking new
activities. Among the new organizations recently form-
ed are, the Union Baptist Brotherhood with approxi-
malely one hundred members, a Youth’s Guild and a
Troup of Boy Scouts.

The Union of today is organized with a view towards
having all members interested and working, in some
auxiliary of the church. The adult membellshﬁp';proper
is therefore assigned into groups ecalled Cltcles. each
with a leader or president. Besides these we have a
Youth’s Guild for the younger ladies and men of the
Church where it is hoped they may find usefulness. The
very young are assigned to a Junior Church Group,
where special emphasis is placed on church membership
training. We have a Boys’ Scout Troop and look for-
ward to having very soon, a Girls’ Scout Troop. Of
course, there is the usual Deacon and Trustee Boards,
a Financial Board, Ladie's Usher Board, a Men's Usher
Board, a Junior Men's Usher Board, a Senior Choir, a
Junior Choir, a Gospel Chorus, the Church School. a
Baptist Training Union, a Missionary Society and 2
Union Baptist Brotherhood.

In these it is expected that every member will find

e e

—~Page

outlet for his feelings, talents and usefulness. With the
opening of our Parish House next door, these several
organizations will find a fuller growth and development.

Elsewhere in this booklet, are listed the heads of
these present-day organizations.

The Union’s Sunday School must of necesgity come
in for a few words of special consideration. Older, by
a few days, than the Church itself, it was organized
April 22, 1852.

During its life it has enjoyed an enviable record. For-
tunate in having had many able men and women én-
rolled in her ranks of workers, I list the late Benjamin
Weaver, who for about forty years as superintendent.
helped to shape her history. Mr. S. S. Booker, promi-
nent Y. M. C. A. Executive Secretary here in the city
was superintendent and a teacher of a Men’s Bible Class
for a number of years; T. Alexander Date, Mrs. Jantha
Mallory, Mrs. Martha Clark and many others too num-
erous to mention, gave of their time and talents to make
ner the envy and pride of the denomination. Dr. Francis
M. Wood, Superintendent Emeritus, had an unusually
successful administration, attracting to it many of the
school teachers of the city. The late Walter J. Thorn-
ton served in office for over fifty years and made valu-
able contributions.

The present School is not the biggest in the ecity, but
is one of the hest. HEnthusiasm and thoroughness are
to be found and a fine fellowship is in evidence. A facul-
ty of thirty-six is divided into five departments with
superintendents over each. A ien-piece orchestra, under
the leadership of a professional musician, gives color
to the music and singing to be found at scarcely any
other place. T am proud to say that the school faculty
has attracted seventeen public school teachers of the
city. who disprove the general idea that professional
people have forsaken the church work. Our new teach-
ers take a two year's Teacher Training Course and 2~
mong the Orchestra, teacher frainees and general staff,
are to he found graduates and students of hoth tha
Morean State and Conpin’s Teachers Colleges.

Ovtlook for the future at The Union is very bhright.
With an exvnerienced and well trained pastor at its head
and with the several auxiliaries manned, in most cases
with able, active and intelligent leaders, with the varions
Boards working in harmony with their leaders, and with
the great snirit of fellowship and peace now prevalling,
there is no reason why the Union of the future should
not nartake of the glory and grandeur of the past.

Union’s program is heading towards the TInstitutional
Church and someday, God willing, T predict, that The
Union Baptist Church of Baltimore will move onward
and upward to undimmed glory, making other enviable
records in the annuals of Baptist Church Fistory.

Though primarily this story is a record of the min-
isters who gave to The Union her glorfous history, it
gzoes without saving that these accomplishments counld
not have been realized without the loyal and unstinted
suppert of many, many faithful lavmen. The Union has
been fortunate in having an unusual ghare of stalwart
men and women who have performed great services. In
this line have been several who have given long and

(Continued on Page Eleven)
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THE PARSONAGE

(Acquired under Dr. Over)

COMMUNITY HOUSE
Property Acquired Recently Under the Present Pastor, to be
Developed as a Parish House and Named, “The Harvey Johnson
Memorial Center’’ in Honor of Dr. Johnson.

—~Page Ten—




History Continued

useful service and while it remains dangerous to point
out some above others, I take the liberty of doing this
very thing.

Lewis Minor for thirty-one years clerk of the churck,
has done the unusual in having preserved a fine and de-
tailed account of the affairs at Union during her golden
years.

Thacker Washington as Custodian of property for
about this same period of time was quite a factor along
this line.

Deacons H. P. Waters, S. P. Biggs, Benjamin Ham1l-
ton, R. Mattell, Columbus Gordon and Edward 3.
Fisher, as supporters and defenders of the Rev. Harvey
Johnson’s many, many fights and undertakings, merit
the everlasting thanks of our entire denomination.
They served as officers in many ways.

Benjamin Weaver was superintendent of the Saratogs
St. Chureh School in 1859 and on coming to The Union
in 1866 was immediately elected to this importans‘ office
and served until his death in 1905.

Herbert Y. Johnson was an organist for about 59
years.

Joseph P. Evans too, was a faithful servant for
Union for a long period of time and in the crisis in 1923.
gave valuable services.

Walter J. Thornton for about fifty-three years was an
officer in the Sunday School and organized the Sunday
School Department of the Colored Baptist Convention.

George M. Lane, attorney, was an officer and “gave
valuable services back in his day and time. Others might
be mentioned but these illustrate the many types O:
services that our laymen have given. Our oldest mem-
ber Trustee, Louis H. Davenport has been an officer for
over forty years.

Among others who have served long and well are:

AMONG THE DEACONS:

George West (1852)
Benjamin Weaver (1866)
R. Blackwell (1866)
Moses Campbell (1861)
H. P. Waters (1868)
Spicer Neal

Harris Moore (1874)
Lewis Minor (1879
Thos. Porter (1879)
T. Alexander Date
Charles Fallin
John Westeott

SOME PAST TREASURERS:
Deaver Smith
T. Alexander Date

Zebedee Job
E. H. Fisher
Robert Hunter
SOME PAST SUPERINTENDENTS:
Benjamin Weaver S. S. Booker
Floyd C. Lewis Benjamin P. Dixon
Walter J. Thornton Francis M. Wood
INSPIRED TO FOREIGN MISSIONARY FIELDS:

DHER & =0, f s e b o Miss Susan Harris, R. N.
Mrs. —————— Bandeje '

SOME OF CHURCHES ESTABLISRED FROM UNION:
Macedonia Johnsonville

Calvary (Extinct) Winfield

Perkins Square Towson

Mt. Washington Westminister
Catonsville Canton

Elkridge Govans

Trinity Providence

Frederick

SOME OF MINISTERS ORDAINED AT UNION

Rev. W. P. Thompson P. C. Neal
T. Clements Garner R. Waller
J. A. Dennis A. B. Callis
T. A. Anderson
C. H. Jones Rev. 8. J. Winder

Robert MeGuinn
Rev. W. M. Alexander

William Credit

T. H. Holmes

J. BE. Watson
Edward A. Brown
Hyason Diggs

READY INFORMATION
UNION BAPTIST CHURCH, BALTIMORE, MD.

Druid Hill Avenue above Dolphin Street
Telephone: Lafayette 4522

PARSONAGE: 340 Dolphin Street
Telephone: Madison 8533

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

-

Josiah Walker H. H. Lewis (1884) v SUNDAY SERVICES
P. Patterson (1867) R. T. Hunter
James Roberson (1584) Edw. H. Fisher GHUEER Belbold B, msr . s s sl o 9:80. A, M=
Jas. H. Johnson B. B. Lewis Morning WS RID 1 . fleim s i o viers soris 11:00 A.. M.
Wm. Johnson William Kimball

SOME CHURCH CHORISTERS: B. T.. U i e 1 ....................... 6:00 P. M..
R Beois a——— Hvening WorSHID ' i 3 rnuivnm £9 bt hbin 8:00 P. M
A. J. Reid Elizabeth Wel

AR sish WEEKLY MEETINGS:

Wm. Glover James Young Toesday 4 P. M Soaid PRTndk
i ; 1§ I L 2o L R o S o R unior ure
Ellja%‘ Wmstorf Ruby Blackwell TR M T e A Y Orchestra Rehearsal
Mamie T. Rustin L TR Gospel Chorus Rehearsal

SOME OF THE CHURCH CLERKS Wednesday € P. M. ... cinva Boy Scouts Meeting

Wm. C. Lawson Dr. A. O. Reid TP M........ Junior Choir Rehearsal

. s " ! A PR i Senior Choir Rehearsal
Lewis Minor Charles Fallin : :

ridey .8 P, Mo ol M b p rai rvice

Louis Hargett Dr. Joseph B. Mason A i o

SOME PAST CUSTODIANS: MONTHLY MEETINGS
Thacker Washington James Thomas T80 DEHARE——3 P N ot alis s woxosin don Communion
Royston Blackwell William B. Blackwell 4th Thursday—8 P. M. .......... Business Meeting
—Page HFleven—
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OUR PRESENT ORGANIZATION
The Pastor
Church Clerk
Financial Secretary.......... Mrs. Rama H. Greene
TPORBUDEOL . Lo snan o s endsles Benjamin P. Dixon
DEACON BOARD
Benjamin Hamilton
John R. Hill
Robert Jones
Robert H. Lane
Joseph Sadler
Cornelius Smith
Deaver Smith
Webster D. Thomas
TRUSTEES
L. H. Davenport, Chairman Henry A. Blackwell
Dr. A. O. Reid William H. Thornton
John T. Hebron
FINANCE BOARD
L. H. Davenport, Chairman John R. Hill
Henry A. Blackwell Harry L. Ayers
J. Harvey Smith Henry T. Campbell
Mrs. Rama H. Greene
CHURCH SCHOOL
.................... Superintendent
Superintendent Emeritus

Harry L. Ayers
Owen' D. Barfield
Paul V. Brabham
Henry T. Campbell
William A. Chatmon
Benjamin P. Dixon
L. M. Greene

A. B. Koger
Dr. F. M. Wood

.................. 1st Assistant

, A
Wi, A Chatmon
................. 2nd Assistant

RicBard Blackwell

Ester Baskerville .................. 3rd Assistant
N2 F W E (I 5 - R Primary Superintendent
Mrs. Richard Blackwell. ... .. Junior Superintendent
Alma Francis ........ Intermediate Superintendent
Ruth Mason........ Young People’s Superintendent
Henry Blackwell, Sr. ......... Adult Superintendent

....... ...Corresponding Secretary
Financial Sercetary

Carrie D. James
Zelma A. Harris

g T S S el e Treasurer
Thomas Williams ............ Assistant Treasurer
James Young .............. ".Conductor Orchestra
i A e TG R e e P e U S O Pianist
Veola Coleman ..........ovovvvunnnnn. Chorister
Owen I Bapfald . 1. ob 0 0w cee 5o e s Librarian

Gladys Milburne ............ Supt. Extention Dept.

BAPTIST TRAINING UNION

JETIBE YOUME . o oo fa voaore o o 3 e B . President

MIBEEiova WihHel .« e T s | e Secretary

Mrs. Sadie R. HAIl . h.oeuvnaionen vosss Treasurer
MISSIONARY SOCIETY

Mrs. Veola G. Coleman ................ President

Mrs. Marie Francis ................... Secretary

A PART OF OUR SUND

SENIO
Houston R. Jackson. . ..

W. Sherman Smith .
William A. Chatmon ;
JUNIO
Miss Esther V. Baskervil
Miss Evelyn L. Greene ..
GOSPE]

Mrs. Henrietta Miller
Mr. Douglass Burrell ..
Mrs. Hester M. Clark . ..
UNION SUNDAY
James Young .........
YOUTH
Richard Blackwell
Miss Olivia Pierce
UNION BF
Attorney Linwood G. Ko

Mr. Harvey Johnson

Dr. A 0L Reld . boau i '
BOY SCOUT TROOI

Richard R. Blackwell
Avon Wright ..........
MALE US}
John T. Hebron

——
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MANPOWER:
SOME OF THE MANPOWER— (A part of our Brotherhood)

GOSPEL CHORUS:
Some members of Gospel Chorus, Mrs. Henvietta Miller,
(2nd Front Leader).

=
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TO .  QUR . BEPARTED. DEAD

A LITANY

For the stalwart Ministers who have labored at
The Union and given of their time, labor, spiritual
talents and faithful services,

We are grateful to Thee, Dear Lord!

For the many officers, in their numerous fields
of endeavor, who have served well to hold up their
Ministers’ hands and have given to Union of their
time, labor, sustenance and strength,

We render thanks to Thee, Dear Lord!

For the many faithful members of our church—
noble men and devoted and consecrated women —
who, in season and out, gave to The Union the first
of their labor,

We praise Thee, Dear Lord!

For those whd rendered service on various Com-
mittees, handling in many instances, difficult and
unpleasant problems,

We acknowledge our gratitude, Dear Lord!

For those who ministered in Song, giving of their
rich and sweet voices in thanksgiving and praise
and for those who magnified Thee on string in-
strument and organ, :

We bow in reverence, Dear Lord!

For that great host of Officers and Teachers who
in the Church Schools and various other auxilaries,
have led younger minds to a deeper and fuller reali-
zation and appreciation of Thee and the more
abundant life that Thou doth offer,

We laud and magnify Thy name, Dear Lord!

For that great host of members, friends and well-
wishers, who by words of praise, advice, encourage-
ment and by their attitudes of sympathy and even
by their golden moments of silence, have added to
The Union’s scope of influence,

We are ever gnateful, Dear Lord!

For the Ministers wd have ordained and sent out
and the three Missionaries, who went into foreign
fields, carrying, not only the “Words of Life” to
others, but the breath of The Union in their very
wake,

We stand in awe, Dear Lord!

For the numerous Churches and Missions, planted
by The Union in Thy name and which have borne
rich fruit in service, for Thee,

We sincerely bless Thee, Dear Lord!

For the presence of the spirits of these Departed
Saints which constantly inspire and challenge those
of us living, to give of the best that we have
that their work and service may not have been in
vain,

We bless and adore Thee, Dear Lord!—Amen.

7‘1

7‘1 7‘1 7‘1 7‘1
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HISTORY OF OUR PASTORS

REV. JOHN CAREY

Little is known about the Rev. John
Carey, founder, and for three years, min-
ister of the TUnion Baptist Church.

In 1924, I talked with an elderly lady
then a member of the First Baptist
Church, who declared that she knew when
he came to Baltimore. That he wolked and
had his belongings tied up in a bandana
handkerchief swung on a stick across his
shoulder. That he was very modest and
retiring and talked in a very shrill voice.
She asserted that “he was highly educat-
ed.”

From the fact that he was into so many
things of interest to the denomination,
the latter could be easily true.

He was one of the incorporators of the
American Baptist Association the first
effort to organize the Negro Baptist
Churches, nationally. Served on several
important committees; and was a member
of its Hxecutive Board. He was listed
then as being from the State of New
York.

In 1849 he was called to the pastorate
of the First Baptist Church, the Rev.
Moses Clayton, having given away for a
more educated man. His” tenure there
was hectic and full of financial difficul-
ties. In the November church meeting,
1851, he offered a resolution that the
church building be sold to pay off the
congregations’ many debts. This Wwas
done the following January and his resig-
nation followed immediately. On April 22
following, he organized a Sunday Schocl
and on May 10th this was further organ-
ized into the Union Baptist Church. A
long drawn - out law suit followed between
this group and the original church, but in
the end the Carey faction won out.

The Rev. Mr. Carey resigned the Union
in 1854 or early in 1955, and left the city.
From 1865 to 1868 he was a missionary
for the American Baptist Home Mission-
ary Society and was founder of a church
at Yorktown, Va. An inquiry to this
church brought back the answer that
while there is no definite record to that

effect, there is a tradition that he died
there. In 1885 a writer suggests, how-
ever, that Mr. Carey was then with &

church in New Jersey.

REV. CHAUNCEY LEONARD

Of the Rev.
know very little.

He was called to the pastorate of The
Union in 1856 and served for about two
years. While in Baltimore, it will be re-
called that the Maryland Union Associa-
tion launched its great effort to help the
Negroes by not only establishing a fine
building for church and religious pur-
poses, but a school as well. This school
effort grew to over a hundred pupils and
three teachers. The Rev. Mr. Leonard
was prifcipal of this school.

Upon leaving the TUnion he went as
pastor to the Second Baptist Church in
Washington,'D. C.

In 1868 he organized the Mt. Hope
Baptist Church at Dorchester, Charles
County and in 1869 established the
Bladensburg Baptist Church at Bladens-
burg, Md. In 1870 he was a missionary
under thé America‘P Baptist Home Mis-
sionary Society.

He too was affiliated with the Ameri-
can Baptist Association and preached its
annual sermon in 1855. He was elected
president in 1859.

Just where he finally settled, or died
is unknown.

Chauncey Leonard, we

S

REV. WILLIAM WILLIAMS

Practically no'thi_ng is known about the
early life andx;ire,ﬂaration of the Rev.
William William%, third pastor of The
Union. -

He was called to the pastorate at Union
in 1861 and served for eight years, dur-
ing those hectic days of the Civil War
and early Reconstruction. His optimistic
reports and fine outlook for his race in-
dicate the greatness and nobleness of his
character.

During his ministry he led the church
from Lewis Sireet to the North Street
site, and increased its membership from
65 to 210. That he was held in very high
regard by the other ministers of the city
may be attested to by the action of the
Rev. Noah Davis, founder and wholetime

REV. WM. WILLIAMS

minigster of the Saratoga Street venture,
when that very distinguigshed prelate lay
dying in 1866. He assembled his little
congregation about him and urged them‘
to disband and go to join the Union Bap-
tist Church under the Rev. William Wil-
liams. This new life and added manpow-
er forged Union a step ahead and gave
she before

her a prestige had never

known.

On May 2nd, 1869 the Rev. Williams
conducted his regular morning worship as
he was wont to do; baptized five persons
in the afternoon and was in the act of
giving out the hymn, “Lord Why Was I
Made to Hear Thy Voice,” when he lost
his speech and fainted. He never regain-
ed his speech and died eleven days there-
after. He was buried within Laurel
Cemetery with other notables of our great
church.

In tradition and memory he was re-
vered as one of the strong characters
within our early denominational life, In
later years the leaders of our church hen-
ored him by naming its school for him
and Moses

Clayton, “The Clayton-Wil-

liams Seminary.”
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History of Pastors

not in mind but body. He could not at-
tend many of the services held in his hon-
or. Men from every walk of life appear-
ed in so. manner to do him honor.
Teachers, wyers, Doctors, Bishops, bu-
siness men .nd laymen from every sta-
tion in life. blended together their testa-
monials for the services they realized
that he had rendered humanity. Some
of the papers read on that occasion, had
they been preserved for us, would have
been far more valuable, historically,
than this little story, and surely prepared
in a more scholarly fashion.

Nineteen-twenty-two closed and th»
first Sunday in the next year came anc
with it the regular Communion service at
Union Baptist Church. Dr. Johnson was
there too, where for over fifty years, he
had administered that Holy Ordinance.
As he took up the communion cup that
day he remarked, ‘“This cup is so heavy.
but I intend to perform my duties until
I-dropd’

The very next day, Monday, he attend-
ed tlie meeting of the Baptist Ministers
Conference, his last public appearance,
for on the following Friday, January 12,
1923, as quietly and as peaceably as a
baby’s sleep, his great soul passed over
to its Maker.

He had arranged his funeral, and pro-
vided that it should be as plain as he had
tried to live. It was to last but one hour
and to be conducted by his long and tried
friend, Dr. Walter H. Brooks, pastor of
19th Street Baptist Church, Washington,
D .

Two thousand admiring friends taxed
every available inch of the Church . audi-
torium where the last rites were to he
said. Two thousand more crowded ihe
sidewalks and streets without. Fully
three times this many had
the bier the hour before as his body lay in

state within the sacred old stone walls he ¢ the building had been

had reared with untiring labor.
The Rev. D. G. Mack, pastor of Mace-

donia Baptist Church, acted as Master 9f e secured in 1855.

Ceremonies. Dr. Brooks read a text

Genises 5:24:

“And Enoch Walked With God and wasParsonage purchased.

not, for God took him.” He spoke feeling-
ly as follows:

passed representatives at the
year or early the next.

"tes Union into a church

Continued

was a preacher of fire and soul, a John
Jasper, but cultivated and learned,

Without deceit of any kind, he was ever
ready to let his convictions be known. He
was a fighter for the race. 1 loved Har-
vey Johmson as a man who studied the
spiritual needs of his people. He was
the real pastor, never old in spirit and al-
ways keeping time with the adva=zcirg
trend of the age. He was an independ-
ent thinker. I did not always agree with
him, but I never failed to love him.”

His remains were buried in the family
plot in the Laurel Cemetery bheside the
grave of the wife he loved so well in life.

The church under the guidance of the
next pastor, erected a fine and suitable
granite inonument over his grave and to
his memory.

Two church buildings! Thousands of
dollars in missions! Equal and better ad-
vantages for Negro boys and girls yet un-
born! Religious joys and spiritual awaken-
ings! Economic advantages and more free-
dom! A granite monument! All these and
more to his credit and memory and yet,
far above, and bewond all these accom-
plishments as great:as they are; even as a
towering monument and a beacon light, a
challenge to al] leaders to come, are the
fifty or more years in public and religious
life with a character unblemished or un-
tarnisher. “He who dares more is none.”

The present pastor of the church is
honoring his services by offering the
name Harvey Johnson Community House
for the project started as a Parish
House.

A high school in the City has been
named for him. The National Negro Bar
Association which met in the city in 1925
revered that meﬂmor? by the placing of a
wreath of flower§ upon his grave,.

DR. DAVID E. OVER

Rev. David E. Over was born in Tope-
ka, Kansas in 1873. He was educated in
the public schools of the State and at the
Ottawa University, Ottawa, Kansas. Later,
the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity
was conferred on him by North Carolina
College for Negroes, Durham, N. C.

At the outbreak of the Spanish-Ameri-
can War he was a volunteer and was
made a Sergeant in Company “H,” 23rd
Kansas Infantry.

In 1900 he married a Miss Mary A.
Garner, a teacher and very cultured lady
of Kansas City.

Dr. Over entered the ministry shortly
after his release from the Army a~d serv-
ed four or five charges in the west prior 'n
his call to.the Zion Baptist Church in Den-
ver, Colo., one of the oldest and most in-
fluential churches west of the Mississippi.

(Continued on Page 20)

In 1846, we note, in passing,

Hicks, later a pastor of the First C

tant figure in church life of the Stat
delegates to the Union Association,

It will be recalled that in 186¢

1-Tava ¢tha oen-

)ver's services terminated.

“Dr.- Johnson was among that group J. T. Boddie called as pastor.

of ministers who came into the fore~
ground in the decade immediately follow-

Boddie resigned.

ing emancipation of the 4,500,000 slaves yp,y,.;) called Dr. Baxter L. Matthews.
in the country. From 1872 till now he yj,;,.p purchased the building next door to develop as

was the honored pastor of this church. He

‘ish House.

venture (the second colored Bapt:
tablished ), came to an end with tl
The majority of these faithful work

¢

% “The Lora nas done great things for us, whereof we are glad.”
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History of Pastors

Continued

REV. J. TIMOTHY BODDIE AND HIS DEAR FAMILY
In 1923, Dr. Over resigned this chavee Ohio, officiated zxt:'the funeral which Crew Bgchelor of Divinity Degree three years
and became traveling agent for the Na- to Baltimore many notables of the deno- jafer. In 1938 Virginia Theological Semi-
tional Baptist Convention, Unincorporat- mination. His body lay in State at the

ed. The following year he accepted the cail
to The Union Baptist Church of Baltimore.

A ripe thinker, great orator and dis-
tinguished pulpiteer, he made rapid pro-
gress at his new charge. Among the im-

vevy conferred upon him the degree of
Doctor of Divinity.

Prior to his call to The Union, Rev.
was buried in Boddie received pastoral experience at
Mt. Auburn Cemetery and later a grate- the following churches:
ful following erectied a suitable monument

Providence Bap'ist Church, where a hos:
of admiring friends and
paid a final tribute. Iie

loyal members

provements were the purchasing
parsonage,

Johnson and his work and
missions.

interest

of the
the erection of a monument
over the remains of the late Dr. Harvey

to his memory.

m Besides Mrs. Over, a daughter,

Edna Over-Gray survives.

Among the many reforms and changes

Rev. Over advocated in a great program

R SRR, TRy 1 e . (Y

and on May 10th this was further organ-
ized into the Union Baptist Church. A
long drawn-out law suit followed between
this group and the original church, but in
the end the Carey faction won out.

The Rev. Mr. Carey resigned the Union
in 1854 or early in 1955, and left the city.
From 1865 to 1868 he was a missionary
for the American Baptist Home Mission-
ary Society and was founder of a church
at Yorktown, Va. An inquiry to this
church brought back the answer that
while there is no definite record to that

effect, there is a tradition that he died
there. In 1885 a writer suggests, how-
ever, that Mr. Carey was then with

church in New Jersey.

REV. JAMES TIMOTHY BODDIE
Learly life and p&;ﬁpafation of the RevV.
William Williams,* third pastor of The
Union. ‘

He was called to the pastorate at Union
in 1861 and served for eight years, dur-
ing those hectic days of the Civil War
and early Reconstruction. His optimistic
reports and fine outlook for his race in-
dicate the greatness and nobleness of his
character.

During his ministry he led the church
from Lewis Street to the North Street
site, and increased its membership from
65 to 210. That he was held in very high
regard by the other ministers of the city:
may be attested to by the action of the
Rev. Noah Davis, founder and wholetime

At the time of his death, Dr. Over was
a trustee of Virginia Lynchburg Seminary.
Mrs.

Bethesda Baptist, New Rochelle, N, Y.

Second Calvary, Norfolk, Va.

Forest Level, Forest, Va., and

Union Baptist, Lackawanna, N. Y.

He was called to succeed the Rev. Dr.
Over as minister and began his duties up-
cu his graduation in 1929. During his
ten years at Union he was generally liked

| ot g .
by his membership and became active and

noted within the city as a civie worker for

i our people.

In June, 1928, he married Miss Emery

1
M. Moore, daughter of the Rev. and Mrs.
~J. A. Moore of Chicago,

I11. From this
Union three children were born in Bal-
timore, Marcia Lorraine and Vashti Ophe-
lia, girls, and a son, James Timothy, Jr.

He resigned the pastorate in October
1939 to accept a call to the Mt. Zion Bap-

' tist Church in Germantown, Pa.

A clean, likeable, friendly type of
young man, with high ideals and a warm
and emotional nature, Rev. Boddie en-
deared himself to his congregation and it
was with regrets that his beloved church

—xalongad_him,nt tha tima af hic oning
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THE HISTORY OF UNION AT A GLANCE

1852—April 22, Sunday School organized.

May 10, The Union Baptist Church organized by Rev. John

Carey.

October, Joined the Maryland Union Association.
1853—Church began buying the Lewis Street edifice.
1855—The Church incorporated.

Rev. John Carey vesigned.
1856—Rev. Chauncey Leonard called as pastor.

1858—Rey. Chauncey Leonard resigned.

1861—The Church called Rev. Wm. Willliam as her pastor.

1866—The Saratoga St. congregation dishands and joins the Uniou.

1868—The Church purchased the Disciples’ Meeting House -n
North Street, and moved there.

1869-Church ordained and called Rev. Wm.

minister.

P. Thompson as her

1869—Rev. William Williams died suddenly.

scalled that the First Baptist Church had
in 1841 under its founder, the Rev. Moses
t of the denomination here. This church
John Carey in 1849 and the records show
: two years of his ministry there the church
ial difficulties. The building was sold to
 January 1852 and the Rev. Carey resign-
aediately. As most of the early officers of
ormerly officers of the First Church, there
doubt that these officers came along W‘lth
» form The Union.
1 now undertook to buy this edlﬁce from
one Benjamin Brown, recorded on the deed
gro.” Brown had been a former officer of
irch. The purchase price as recorded was
forty-nine dollars and fifty cents.
ter its orgamzatlon the report to the Union
yeaks of “marked progress” and proudly
it one-half of its purchase price had been
1s the Ground Rent of fifty dollars. The
as then given as 58 and the money sent up
tion was $1.50.
1 Hackett, the first clerk, and the Rev
ere the credlted representatives at the

, A
for 1854 recites that the building had béen
latter part of this year or early thé nexi.
'y resigned.
>d and Charter were secured in 1855.

nt which incorporates Umon into a church
- decr ¢ha oen~
1926—The Parsonage purchased.

1928—Dr. Over's services terminated.

x21x 2avuw U0 v vasama -
maintained regular worship. Stra
bership increased to 65 without su
was in 1861, at about the outbre:
when the church called to her aid
William Williams.
UPWARD TRE
With the coming of Rev. Williz
in Union’s history begins. In spite
trying days of the Civil War, the
successfully carried on. At times h
below the mark, but seemingly he

_discouraged. As he reported, the “tr

have greatly affected the church,” yi
ful remark, the “house is sometine
close of the war the church was al
prosperous year’” with a membership
year the Sunday School began to s
with three teachers and 20 scholars
for the year of $4.16 and 50 vo.ume

When one reads the minutes of
(white) during this terrible war p
ciate by comiparison, the magnitude

In 1846, we note, in passing,
Hicks, later a pastor of the First C
tant figure in church life of the Stat
delegates to the Union Association.

It will be recalled that in 186¢
venture (the second colored Bapt
tablished ), came to an end with tl
The majority of these faithful work

.

1929-—Rev. J. T. Boddie called as pastor.

1939—Rev. Boddie resigned.

1940—The Church called Dr. Baxter L. Matthews. .
The Church purchased the building next door to develop as

a Parish House.

“The Lord has dome great things for us, whereof we are glad.”
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FLOWERS AT THEIR BEST
Let Flowers Express Your Thoughts
For All Occasions
Mary Fernandis Burns
1816 Pennsylvania Ave.
Mad. 2777

ROY S. BOND

AGENT FOR
Central Fire Insurance Co.

INSURE TO-DAY
You May Have a Fire To-night

14 E. Pleasant Street

COMPLIMENTS

S o e

KERMISCH’S

1138-1146 Pennsylvania Avenue

Corner of Dolphin and Pennsylvania Ave

MAdison 8190-W

SPENCER CORSETS
and BRASSIERS

WE MAKE YOUR
GARMENTS FOR YOU
Josephine H. Murray

Registered Spencer Corsetiere

2303 Druid Hill Avenue

BALTIMORE

Clubs and Socials are Invited
Phone: Mad. 4095

Fowler’s Luncheonette
1201 DRUID HILL AVE.

Cor. of Dolphin Street
Specializing in Home Cooked Foods
BOX ORDERS DELIVERED TO
YOUR HOME

MAdison 9749

HARRIS RADIO SALES
SERVI

Repairs - Electric

Home Laundry Equi
Washer, Kitche
5451, Wilson
BALTIMORE, REV.
signed this chavee

agent for the Na-
COMPLIMENion, Unincorporat-
1e accepted the cail
wurch of Baltimore.
at orator and dis-
HI TES BE - made rapid pro-
= iy Vg‘e. Among the im-
purchasing of the

American Botn of a monument
he late Dr. Harvey

'k and interest iIn
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Telephone: Madiforms and changes

ixcellent Service - Mi a great program

Phones:

Residence: 638 N. Gilmor Street

Gilmor 1470 - 4865

P {
J. TIMOTHY ‘B()I‘DIE AND HIS DEAR FAMILY

Ohio, officiated at the funera] which Crew
to Baltimore many notables of the deno-
mination. body lay in State at the
Providence Bap’'ist Church, where a hos®
of admiring friends ard members
paid a final tribute. Iie was buried in
Mt. Auburn Cemetery and later a grate-
ful following erectied a suitable monument
to his memory.

At the time of his death, Dr. Over was
a trustee of Virginia Lynchburg Seminary.

Besides Mrs. Over, a daughter, Mrs.
Edna Over-Gray ﬁurvives.

i

His

loyal

Open from 7 a.m. to 3 a. m.
MRS. RUTH SHIPLEY, Prop.

YOUNG’S

ation Laboratory
hacy Is A Profession”
Vernon 8717
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REV. JAMES TIMOTHY BODDIE
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Insurance Broker
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915 You St-, N. W. Washington, D. C.
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Residence: 161914 Division St.

Lafayette 0082
LINWOOD G. KOGER
Lawyer

Telephone: Mulberry 8464
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BALTIMORE, MD.
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The Present Pastor

REV. BAXTER L. MATTHEWS, B. D., D. D.
Our Pastor

REV. DR. BAXTER L. MATTHEWS

The Rev. Dr. Baxter Leget Matthews,
present pastor of The Union, a native of
Kernersville, N. C., is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Ernest Matthews.

He received his early schooling in the
public schools of his home town. Matricu-
lated at A. and T. College, Greensboro.
where he took, in addition to his regular
studies, floriculture.

He next enrolled as a student at Union
University (Va.), finishing the Academy
in 1919 and the College and Theological
Departments in 1922. During this period
he received pastora] experience at Phoe-
bus, Va.

He was called to the Union Baptist
Church at Stamford, Conn. and began his
ministry there the first Sunday in January,
1923, where he served until he took over
his present charge on March 1, 1940,

At Stanford he built up a fine fellow-
ship and finished one unit of a new build-
ing which promises to be a fine church
edifice. He was active also in the ecivie
affairs of the City. Was interested in the

TR oy e —— 2

Of The Union

Our First Lady
MRS. MATTHEWS

Boy Scout work there; was a supervisor
of the Colored Division of the Needy
Children’s Camp; a member of the Ex-
ecutive Board of the Community Chest
and affiliated with the Chamber of Com-
merce. The Baptists of the State honored
him by electing him president of the State
Convention, where he gerved for thirteen
years, During his ministry in Connecticut
he lost his first wife but in June 1940 was
united in wedlock to a Miss Mae Wilder
of Passaic, New Jersey.

Already a trained man, Dr. Matthews de-
cided to further his studies and accord-
ingly again matriculated at Yale Univer-
sity where after four years he graduated
with degrees from the Divinity School and
Religious Education.

Union University bestowed upon him in
1936, the degree “Doctor of Divinity.”

Since being in the City he has been elec-
ted to the Visitor's Board at Johns Ho2-
kins Hospital.

Thoroughly prepared, energetic, sin-
cere and yet with a fine sense of humor,
he bids fair to have a long and successful

career at the Union.
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HISTORY OF UNION BAPTIST CHURCH

OF BALTIMORE

Tue Union Barrist CHURCH oF BALTIMORE
and
TaE MiNisTErRs WHo Mape Her Famous

THE Union Baptist Church of Baltimore was or-
ganized May 10th, 1852 on Lewis Street between Or-
leans and Mullikin Sts. in East Baltimore, Md. That
it took this name from the beginning, there can be no
doubt, other claims not withstanding. It reported the
following October to the Maryland Baptist Union Asso-
ciation with this name. The pseudonym, “Lewis Street
Baptist Church” only distinguished its location, as did
“North Street” later.

The congregation was established with fifty-seven
members, about thirty of whom came along with the
Rev. John Carey, its founder, from the First Baptist
Church, and others, who came presumably, from an ob-
cure mission then existing in the vicinity of the Bel Air
Market. ?

It will be recalled that the First Baptist Church had
built an edifice in 1841 under its founder, the Rev. Moses
Clayton, father of the denomination here. This church
called the Rev. John Carey in 1849 and the records show
that during the two years of his ministry there the church
ran into financial difficulties. The building was sold to
pay its debts in January 1852 ind the Rev. Carey resign-
ed almost immediately. As most of the early officers of
Union were formerly officers of the First Church, there
can be little doubt that these officers came along with
Rev. Carey to form The Union.

The church now undertook to buy this edifice from
the purchaser, one Benjamin Brown, recorded on the deed
as a ‘“‘free Negro.” Brown had been a former officer of
the First Church. The purchase price as recorded was
two hundred forty-nine dollars and fifty cents.

The year after its organizaticn the report to the Union
Association speaks of “marked progress” and proudly
points out that one-half of its purchase price had been
paid as well as the Ground Rent of fifty dollars. The
membership was then given as 58 and the money sent up
to the Association was $1.50.

One Sanruel Hackett, the first clerk, and the Rev.
John Carey were the credited representatives at the
session. -

The report for 1854 recites that the building ha.c; been
paid for. The latter part of this year or early the next.
The Rev. Carey resigned.

Both its Deed and Charter were secured in 1855.

The document which incorporates Union into a church
is an interesting paper. It attempts to declare the gen-
eral principles of the Baptist Church; outlines the duties
of the pastor, deacons and trustees; limits the voting
powers to the “males of the age of twenty-one and above”
and refers to the pastor as “BISHO®P.” This declara-
tion is followed by a certificate which recites:

“We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that
this Constitution was adopted by the members
of the Lewis Street Baptist Church, in Bal-
timore City, at the organization of the Church
and that we, the subscribers were duly elected
trustees and pastor of the said church, Wit-

ness our hands this 10th day of May, 1852.”

This certificate was signed by John Carey as pastor
and Thomas R. Reams, John Ashton, John Madden,
Benjamin Brown and Thomas Jones. Of these, Thomas
Jones and Thomas Reams made their marks.

Thomas Reams, one of the signers of the incorporation
papers, and one Brother Charles Smith represented the
church in the Union Association and reported “no pas-
tor and 43 members.”

In April 1856, the church called as pastor the late Rev.
Chancey Leonard, reputed to have been a gentleman of
very high Christian character. The congregation was
much improved in morale, and peace and harmony ruled
during his stay of two years. The membership now
went back to its starting point of 57. Rev. Leonard re-
signed in 1858 and the Rev. Mr. Isaac Kendall was
called the latter part of this year, but very promptly
declined the call when he found that the church was too
poor to pay a salary.

In 1859-60 the church had no pastor, but in a measure
maintained Tegular worship. Strange to say the mem-
bership increased to 65 without such a leader and so it
was in 1861, at about the outbreak of the Civil War
when the church called to her aid the services of Rev.
William Williams.

UPWARD TREND

With the coming of Rev. Williams the first real step
in Union’s history begins. In spite of those terrible and
trying days of the Civil War, the Rev. Mr. Williams
successfully carried on. At times his membership trailed
below the mark, but seemingly he never grew tired or
discouraged. As he reported, the “troubles of the country
have greatly affected the church,” yet, he gives the cheer-
ful remark, the “house is sometimes crowded.” By the
close of the war the church was able to report a “very
prosperous year” with a membership of 124.  This sam=
year the Sunday School began to show some added life
with three teachers and 20 scholars and a total collection
for the year of $+.16 and >t v 1.

When one reads the minutes of the other churches
(white) during this terrible war period, he can appre-
ciate by comiparison, the magnitude of this effort.

In 1846, we note, in passing, that Brother Lewis
Hicks, later a pastor of the First Church and an impor-
tant figure in church life of the State, was one of Union’s
delegates to the Union Association.

It will be recalled that.in 1866 the Saratoga Street
venture (the second colored Baptit Church .0 he es
tablished). came to an end with the chursh 7
The majority of these faithful workers joined Union and
brought untold strength to this struggling congregation.
In her later history the names of several of her most pro-
minent members are those who came to Union at this
time—men, who had touched and been influenced by that
fine and noble old character, Rev. Noah Davis, who had
fathered that band of pioneers. These include the Mad-
den brothers, Deacon West; the Weavers, including the
illustrious Brother Benjamin Weaver; the Blackwells
and W. P. Thompson, who later became. pastor of the
church.

Mr. Weaver had been elected in 1859, superintendent

it
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History Continued

of the Saratoga Street Sunday School and upon his com-
ing to Union, was immediately placed in charge. For
about forty years thereafter he piloted this auxiliary.
The church in 1867 reported “a very prosperous year
with Rev. William Williams and W. P. Thompson as
official representatives. The newcomers had brought new
life and energy to the Union. ‘Her services were now
over-crowded, the church therefore took thought of se-
curing larger quarters. The Maryland Union Associa-
tion through its Extension Society and the help of such
zood white men as the late Rev. Franklin Wilson, Chris-
topher West, Hiram Woods, Henry Taylor and others,
fnally agreed to help finance the buying of the Old De-
sciples’ Meeting House on North Street (now Guilford
Avenue.) The church moved to this site in 1868.

This move however, met with considerable opposition
and a lawsuit followed by those who tenaciously held on
to the old Lewis Street site. The Union won eventually
and the twenty-six members who had been excluded were
restored. ¥

{n all, the Rev. Mr. Williams served Union for about
eight years; anxious and long years during those turbu-
lent days of the Civil War; years of toil and real sacri-
fice. At the close of his great work Union could boast
of 210 members, a very fine meeting house to worship in;
a flourishing little Sunday School of nine officers and 67
members and 230 volumes in her “library.” T'he Sunday
School’s collections for the year amounted to $38.32,
Peace and harmony prevailed and a new viewpoint-and;
hope had seized the Baptist heart.

* In the autumn after the death of Rev. Williams, the
church ordained Williami P. Thompson and called him
immediately to carry on the work he had manifested so
much interest in and knew so much about. He was a
native of Baltimore, a very young man and gave promise
of a great future.

For his first year’s effort he counted nine conversions
and by the next year was able to report 47 as having
been added by baptism to the roster of members.
Moreover, the entire indebtedness on the building had
been paid, two members were out studying for the min-
istry and there was a total membership of two hundred
sixty-seven. i. ¢

But alas! This usefulness was to be short lived, for
early in January 1872, death claimed him as an untimely
victim.

From February until October the church was again
without a minister. Under the guidance of such faithful
laymen as French Madden, William C. Lawson, Roy-
ston Blackwell and Henry P. Waters, she continued her
activities, the collecting of funds for the buying of the
ground about her building. During this period and
through the thoughtfulness of the late Reverend Dr. G.
M. P. King, then president of Wayland Seminary, the
was amply pulpit  supplied by students and form-
er graduates of this famous old institution. It was dur-
ing an engagement of this sort that the church discovered
in the young graduate Harvey Johnson the type of lead-
ership it deserved and called him in late October of this
year as it leader.

*

As glorious as had been Union’s history up to this date,
her real program of usefulness begins from this memor-
able date. Not only of Union, as that matters, for as Dr.
George F. Bragg, Jr., has wisely opined, it is from this
date that the history of the Maryland Negro Baptists
begins.

THE HARVEY JOHNSON ADMINISTRATION

It was in October 1872 that the young Rev. Harvey
Johnson took charge of the Union Baptist Church. Al-
though the Baptist cause had been planted within our
group in Maryland at least thirty-six years, the number
of Colored Baptists within the State numbered less than
five hundred. In the brief space of time between Rev.
Thompson’s death (January) and the calling of Dr.
Harvey Johnson (October) the little church, now
thoroughly alive with enthusiasm, “carried on” in the
collecting of funds for the new building and so with a
new paster, the church became a bee-hive in activities.

Rev. Johnson was a forceful and convincing leader
and also a great gospel preacher. Soon the people turn-
ed out ‘“‘en masse’’ to hear him and very quickly indeed
the resuliz showed in the church register of members.
Within the first two years the church membership was
over the five-hundred mark, nor was it growing in mem-
bership alone. Soon after his coming Rev. Johnson
thaught to make the church self-respecting and inde-
pendent, by making it self-supporting. He accordingly,
refused all aid from the Union Association and called
upon the church to bear its own burdens. By 1874 the
building had been outgrown and all plans made for a
new one. The next year the membership was nine hun-
dred and twenty, the old building had been torn away,
and another was being built. The minutee inform that
“two are studying for the ministry and we have a mis-
sionary who has aided in organizing two churches in
Carroll and Frederick Counties.”

On January 23, 1876, the new church building was
formally dedicated. The entire structure had cost over
$20,000, an enormous sum in those days.

And so Union grew by leaps and bounds. By 1877
her register showed 1,368 members and an additional
hundred the next year. A program of expansion had
been inaugurated and four mission Sunday Schools were
established in the city; four men were studying for the
ministry and a mission had been planted at Westminis-
ter, Maryland.

In the meantime (September 29 1874) 16 members
had been granted letters and the Macedonia Church
been established. In 1879 twenty-seven members were
set apart as the Perkins Square Baptist Church.

Going back to her other records, by 1879 all indebt-
edness had been wiped out and the report the following
yvear gave the number studying for the ministry as six.

The roll steadily increased and by 1885 had crossed
the 2,000 marks, nor did it stop until in 1912 it reached
its peak with amembership of 3,028.

I might go on indefinitely, but shall have to content
myself in generalities by saying that Union is reason-
ably regarded as the fountainhead of missions of our
denomination.

in the little table found elsewhere I have attempted
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THE

NORTH STREET EDIFICE.

OTHER MAKERS OF HISTORY
»=4, Ordained from Union:
5, S. S. Booker, a former S. S. Supt.; 6, Deacon Brabham, Custodian:
7, Attorney L. G. Koger, Pres. Brotherhood; 8, Dr. ¥. M. Wood,
S. S. Supt. Emeritus; 9, Fenton Mallory, S. S. Teacher, 14 years with-
out anbsence; 10, L. H. Davenport, Trustee and oldest member; 11,
Wm. A. Chatmeon, our Clerk: 12, A. B. Koger, S. S. Supt.. author of

Revs. Walker, Dennis, Alexander, Watson;

this work, etc. 13, Mrs. Veola (Coleman; 14, J. P. Evans (Deceased).
15, Dr. H. Johnson (1872).
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History Continued

to list some of the churches established by the Unlon
during this administration as we'l as a number of minis-
ters ordained. This cold list, by no means can tell of
the Struggle, assistance, hard fought problams over-
come and of the time and attention as well as organiza-
tion required to accoomplish theso ends. Nor does the lisg
include those student-ministers who made special ap-
peals to Union for aid and wecre always rexmembered.
This spirit has been manifest in other administrations.
Under Dr. Over two young ministers were assisted, viz.
the Rev. Bradshaw and D. A. Scott. In the Boddie ad-
ministration our own Hyason Diggs, received substan-
tial aid.

Nor has this aid been extended to ministers alone,
as evidenced by the fact that a set of books was given
to the first colored lawyer admitted to practice in Bal-
timore.

Among the mission Sunday Schools, teachers and
literature were often supplied, while in the case of the
mission at Westminister, Md. an edifice at a cost of
$850.00 was erected by the Union.

Historians of the future will have to chronicle more
in detail these and other undertakings of this great in-
stitution and the great leaders who made it famous. Well
might Dr. George F. Bragg, Jr., in his “Men of Mary-
land” declare that it was Dr. Harvey Johnson who put
the Baptists of Maryland on the ecclesiastical map. Suf-
fice it to say, that Union’s influence has been felt
throughout the nation and her offspring of ministers
have held charges from Massachusetts to Texas. Hey
laymen are legion and their influence inestimablé.
I venture to say in practically every church within the
city, may be found laymen, who can, and in most cases,
do with pride, point out, that they received inspiration,
growth and training from the Union.

When The Union had worshipped at the old North
Street site for about twenty-eight years, the farsighted
leader saw that the time had come for a change. To
follow the trend of the shift in Negro population to
the Northwest section, was the desire of its member-
ship. The trustees were therefore advised to locate a
site there. After considerable effort, lots were secured
on Druid Hill Avenue above Dolphin Street (the present
site). In course of time the building was started.

In the meantime the old North Street meeting hous#
was sold and services were conducted in the Na? rité
Hall. The last Sunday of worship at North Street *was
the first Sunday in May, 1904.

The new edifice was dedicated December 17, 1905, 1t
had cost $51,256. The ground purchased in 1921, cost
an additional $6,500.00. The building is of stone and
has poured stained-glass windows. It has a lecture-
Sunday School department on the ground floor, as well
as toilet, kitchen and offices, one or two store-rooms and
a small library storage room. On the second floor the
main auditorium will seat about eight hundred; there
also is the pastor’s study, the officers room, the choir’s
room, and Finance room. Her pipe organ was built
back and overhead of the pulpit rostrum. The walls are
fresco and the wood done in Mahogany.

In a work of this length I cannot point out the work-

~

ings of this master mind and of this interested anid
working congregation during the golden years that fol-
lowed. Pick up here and there throughout this story,
the little threads of its workings in missions and educa-
tion and in other lines and weave them together into
the beautiful fabric of usefulness.

Enfeebled now and literally worn out in service, Dr.
Johnson merely held on in the early twenties. In No-
vember 1922 the church celebrated Dr. Johnson’s haif
century ann'versary. Men from every walk of life did
him honor. He died the following January.

As long as was this ministry however, no panic came
to Union. Dr. Johnson had planned that and the set of
officers he had trained took the reins and carried on
pending the search for a leader.

During these two years all outstanding debts wera
paid and the entire church overhauled and painted.

‘

DR. OVER SERVES

In November 1924, almost two years after Dr. John-
son’s death, the Rev, Dr. David E. Over, a former pasto»
of the Zion Baptist Church at Denver, Colo. came to
Union as its minister. He was elderly and of the older
school of thought.

Following, however, as he did a minister of the type
and training of Dr. Johnson, it is neither strange, nor
unusual that his task was a difficult one. During those
last years of Dr. Johnson’s administration, much of the
younger life had left the church; the program was an-
tiquated and unsuited and much tension felt. The
strain and effects of the influx from the south, during
and following the World War, were also being felt in
Union as well as in many of the other churches of the
city.

With Dr. Over’s coming with his matchless technique
as a noted pulpiteer, the church immediately took on
new life and activity. Her pews were crowded on Sun-
days and her coffers bulged with the offerings of a peo-
ple willing to undertake another great program,

During the brief tenure of office, nearly fifty thousand
dollars were collected; a parsonage costing $9.500 was
purchased and furnished also, a suitable tombstone was
erected to the memory of Dr. Johnson. The entire
church was responsive and yielding. A program of ex-
pansion was advocated next, by the pastor. Unfortu-
nately, one of the principle parts of this program of ex-
pansion, was the moving of the congregation to another
site. Opposition arose immediately. The congregation
regarded this church building as a shrine to their late
leader and to talk of leaving it was sacrilege. Dr. Over
insisted however, and the church reluctantly, but
promptly severed its ties with him. (March 8, 1928).

Dr. Over organized, with a block of 187 prominent and
active members who stuck to him, the Providence Bap-
tist Church. Some few of this number later returned teo
the church however. Union was later successful in a
lawsuit which grew oul of this transaction.

Upon Dr. Over’s leaving the church was again pbut in
the hands of a Pulpit Committee which sought a leader
for the congregation.
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OTHER MAKERS OF HISTORY
Right—Rev. Edw. Brown, ordained at Union
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THE BODDIE ADMINISTRATION

In May 1929 the Church call"d as its leader the Rev.
J. Timothy Boddie, son of the late Rev. J. B. Boddie,
noted evangelist. Though you—g for such responsibili-
ties, Rev. Boddie guided Union ‘hrough the early day of
the depression, with great tact and skill.

He accepted the church’s policy of pay-as-you-go-dur-
ing-these-hard-times and emerged ten years later with
an enviable record and a host of wellwishers and friends.

The material gains are not a rair test of this admin-
istration. The peace that Rev. Boddie lead the charge
into; the fine spiritual and friendly attitude amount to
more perhaps. than material gains. During the early
part of the depression the Church fed several thousand
persons while the government adjusted and formulated
a policy of handling these. Later the administration re-
paired the windows, caulked her sides etc. repainted her
entire interior and brought the choir down from the !»ft
at the back, into a choir stand on the pulpit’s level. The
organ was also rebuilt.

The Rev. Boddie resigned in October 1929 and in
March 1940 the Rev. Dr. Baxter L. Matthews assumed
the leadership.

OUR PRESENT EFFORTS ”

Newer life is being manifested in Union with the com-
ing of the present minister. His services are attended
well and his program is being accepted and responded
to. Already he has made certain repairs to the win-
dows and doors and fresh paints have been added to the
parsonage and parts of the church proper.

That a long looked for dream of many of her membsrs
may at long last be realized is indicated by his desire
for a community program. The property next door,—a
three story dwelling—has been purchased and already
plans are being made for renovation and this spring will
no doubt usher in a small, hut strong, Parish House
effort.

That others are interested in the new order may be

manifest in the number of workers undertaking new
activities. Among the new organizations recently forn
ed are, the Union Baptist Brotherhood with approxi-
maltely one hundred members, a Youth’s Guild and a
Troup of Boy Scouts.

The Union of today is organized with a view towards
having all members interested and working, in some
auxiliary of the church. The adult membership proper
is therefore assigned into groups called Circles, each
with a leader or president. Besides these we have &
Youth’s Guild for the younger ladies and men of the
Church where it is hoped they may find usefulness. The
very young are assigned to a Junior Church Group,
where special emphasis is placed on church membership
training. We have a Boys’ Scout Troop and look for-

-t

outlet for his feelings, talents and usefulness. With the
opening of our Parish House next door, these several
organizations will find a fuller growth and development.

Elsewhere in this booklet, are listed the heads of
these present-day organizations.

The Union’s Sunday School must of necessity come
in for a few words of special consideration. Older, by
a few days, than the Church itself, it was organized
April 22, 1852.

During its life it has enjoyed an enviahle record. For-
tunate in having had many able men and women en-
rolled in her ranks of workers, I list the late Benjamin
Weaver, who for about forty years as superintendent.
helped to shape her history. Mr. S. S. Booker, promi-
nent Y. M. C. A. Executive Secretary here in the city
was superintendent and a teacher of a Men’s Bible Class
for a number of years; T. Alexander Date, Mrs. Iantha
Mallery, Mrs. Martha Clark and many others too num-
erous to mention, gave of their time and talents to make
her the envy and pride of the denomination. Dr. Francis
M. Wood, Superintendent Emeritus, had an unusually
successful administration, attracting to it many of the
school teachers of the city. The late Walter J. Thorn-
ton served in office for over fifty years and made valu-
able contributions.

The present School is not the biggest in the city, but
is one of the best. Enthusiasm and thoroughness are
to be found and a fine fellowship is in evidence. A facul-
ty of thirty-six is divided into five departments with
superintendents over each. A ten-piece orchestra, under
the leadership of a professional musician, gives color
to the music and singing to be found at scarcely any
other place. I am proud to say that the school faculty
has attracted seventeen public school teachers of the
city. who disprove the general idea that professional
people have forsaken the church work. Our new teach-
ers take a two year’s Teacher Training Course and a-
mong the Orchestra, teacher trainees and general staff,
are to he found graduates and students of both tha
Morgan State and Conpin’s Teacherg Colleges.

Outlook for the future at The Union is very bright.
With an experienced and well trained pastor at its head
and with the several auxiliaries manned, in most cases
with able, active and intelligent leaders, with the varions
Boards working in harmony with their leaders, and with
the great spirit of fellowship and peace now prevalling,
there is no reason why the Union of the future should
not partake of the glory and grandeur of the past.

Union’s program is heading towards the Institutional
Church and someday, God willing, T predict, that The
Union Baptist Church of Baltimore will move onward
and upward to undimmed glory, making other enviable
records in the annuals of Baptist Church History.

Though primarily this story is a record of the min-

\ ward to ha.vir.lg very soon, a Girls’ Scout Troop. Of Isters who gave to The Union her glorious history, it
course, t!lere is the USl‘lal Deacon and Trustee Boards, goes without saying that these accomplishments c-o‘uld
a Financial B'oard, Ladie's Usher Board, a Men’s Usher not have been realized without the loyal and unstinted
Boa}"d, a JI{DIOI' Men’s Usher Board, a Senior Choir, a support of many, many faithful laymen. The Union has
Junlc_ﬂ‘ Chou",.a Gospel Chorus, the Church School, a been fortunate in having an unusual share of stalwart
BaPtist Tra_znmg Union, a Missionary Society and 2 men and women who ha.{re performed great services. In
Union Baptl.st .Brotherhood. this line have been several who have given long and

In these it is expected that every member will find (Continued on Page Wleven)
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History  of

REV. WILLIAM P. THOMPSON

The Rev. William P. Thompson, a son
of the late Mrs. Rosalie Thompson was
born in Baltimore in the year 1840.

He atterrollowing Friday, January 12,
School foruietly and as peaceably as a
under the D, his great soul passed over
Rev. Noahr.
and attendarranged his funeral, and pro-
period of two years. He was an aclive
member of-<he Saratoga Street Church
and along vtc¢h that congregation, joined
the Union i 1866, where he became active
in the Sunday School work.

He was licensed to preach in 1868 and
upon the death of Rev. Wm. Williams,
was ordained Sept. 12, 1869 at the Union
Baptist Church, and called immediately
as her minister. He was regarded as a
great young preacher and maintained the
fine standard set by his former pastors.
He gave rise to great promise when he
contracted the illness which finally claim-
ed him. The first Sunday in January
1872, he preached from g Text, which in
his case proved prophetic, “This year
thou shalt die.” He died on the 24th of
this same month and with fitting honors
was laid to rest just within the gates of
Laurel Cemetery where a grateful con-
gregation erected a smail but suitable
stone. He was only thirty-two vears of
age at his death.

Rev. Thompson while in school was

Continued

employed as colporter for a few months qythrew the National Convention into con-

and in 1871 founded a church at Forest
Hall in St. Mary's County, He was mar-
vied early to a Miss Sarah Wood and from
this union there were six children. vis:
Mary Julia, Samue] W., Rose E., Thomas
il., Sarah and Noah Davis Thompson. The
latter was named for h:s former pastor.
Lbenefactor and friend and while several
of the offspring have made marks in life
the most noted was the late Noah D.
Thompson, a former business manager »>f
“Orportunity’” magazine.

REV. HARVEY JOHNSON

In a work of this extent, only the high
spots in the life of Dr. Johnosn may be
touched -upon. Some historian of the fu-
ture will have to be depended upon to
develo_p these. I shall give references at
the end which will enable others to find
material on this -subject.

Dr. Harvey Johnson was born in Fau-
quier County, Virginia, August 4, 1843.
the son of Thomas and Harriett Johnson,
slaves.

He received schooling at a little priv-
who atdvee' airu Alxeandria, Va., under a
plishments as grein Philadelphia, and at
towering monuma:ry, Washington, D. C.,
challenge to al] raduated in 1872. Later
fifty or more yeangical Seminary (Union
life with a charathe degree “D. D.”

He was called to the Union Baptist
Church in the fall of 1872 and spent his
entire ministry at this charge. His work
there was phenominal to a degree. He
built two churches at a total cost of over
eighty thousand dollars, left his beloved
Union free of all debt and increased her
membership from 270 to 3028 in 1912.
He fellowshipped over 4000 members,
baptized over three thousand and offi-
ciated at over two thousand marriages.
Was its .pasto'zi for over 50 years.

In our State Conventional work he
labored with the whites and held high
office until 1892 when he separated over
a policy of treatment of the whites to col-
ored communicant. He would not accept
a policy of the Negro church as that of a
ward of the whites. He insisted that the
Negro churchman must be upon the same
footing and accepted with the same de-
gree as any other. His entire program
thereafter was run with this in mind.

In the National gatherings he insisted
upon this and later concluded this im-
possible of realization, in September 1897

fusion by advocating the separation of
Negro and white Baptists. He organized
in June of the following year, the Colored
Baptist Convention. He was also founder
(1900) of the Clayton-Williams Semi-
nary (Baltimore) for Negro preachers,
which ran for 27 years.

He was foremost in the civie fights anl
struggles for equal citizenship for colored.
He led fights for Negro school teachers;
for the admission of Negro lawyers to the
Maryland Bar; for better accomodations
in interstate travel; he protested in per-
son to the President of the United States
in reference to lynchings within the coun-
try; he organized the Brotherhood of Lib-
erty, the forerunner of the NAACP; he
was author of the plan of a separate stat~
for the Negro—the Texas Movement as it
was called; he wrote several articles in
papers and magazines concerning the
questions of his day; was an ardent ad-
vocate of Prohibition; wrote several
phamphlets on religious subjects and civie
matters of his generation; he was a mem-
ber of the first meeting of the Niagra
Movement and of the NAACP; a life mem-
ber of the American Baptist Home Mis-
sion Society; a Life Director of the Ameri-
can Baptist Publication Society; life mem-
ber of the New England Baptist Mission-
ary Convention and of several other or-
ganizations.

On April 17, 1877, Dr. Johnson mar-
ried a Miss Amelia A. Hall of Montreal,
Canada and from this union three child-
ren were born; viz, Harvey, Jr., Prentice
R. and Jessie E. (Shaw).

Although Dr. Jchnson held the affairs
of Union in the palm of his hand and was
lord over all who worked with and knew
him, he cared such a little for money, he
died rather poor of worldly goods. SER-
VICE was his watchword. Every aim and
movement of his entire life was made with
this in mind. He supervised the hand-
ling of thousands of dollars annually and
might have named his salary as desired,
but he preferred to live in the modest way
in which he lived which after all made
him the very unusual and unique charac-
ter that he was.

Some little idea of his bigness may be
gleaned from the following instances,
when I say that for thirty of the fifty
years that he served Union, his salary
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History of Pastors Continued

averaged about a hundred dollars per
month. Onece in his abgence, the church
voluntoerad a raise of three hundred dnl-
lars and as a surpr’se upon his rcturn,
ffered it to him. Not only did Dr. John-
on rofuse this raise, but very prompily
rohalied those who dz2red suzgest il
when the church, at that momeat, was in
debt.

Again, it was durinz the Go’d=n Jubiice
Cclebration, held in 1922 to comm:-mo-
rate the 50th anniversary of h's coming 10
Unico™~, that a commit ee prss
Johnson with a handscme purs: cont
ing fitty gold pieces. Tifty Goldsn ¥
Dr. Jchason, always egual ‘o tha 90cE
very courteously thanke? the cormmittce
and tarning to the table by which tho
Treasurer of the church sat, in an every-
cav-zought-of-a-way said, “Put it in the
Church's Treasury. YOU need this 1:0ve
than I.”” These fitting words characiec-
ized his life:

‘“You need it more than L”
At the celebration to which I jus: re-
ferred, it was noticeable that this fin2
old leader was now becoming very feeble,

!
:
i
i

~

5t | Home Mis-
th the Ameri-
1 preached its
le was elected

THE UNVEILING OF DR. JOHNSON'S TOMB
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THE HISTORY OF UNION AT A GLANCE

1852—April 22, Sunday School organized.
May 10, The Union Baptist Church organized by Rev. John
Carey.

October, Joined the Maryland Union Association.
1853—LChurch began buying

1855—The Church incorpora® MM N 4na W W
Rev. John Carey resigned.

~a
1856—Rev. Chauncey Leonard called as pastor.
1858—Rev. Chauncey Leonard resigned.

‘.‘ 1861—The Church called Rev. Wm. Willliam as her pastor.
1866— Saratoga St. congregation disbands and joins the Unioi.
1868-—The Church purchased the Disciples’ Meeting House -~n

North Street, and moved there.
1869—Church ordained and called Rev. Wm. P. Thompson as har
minister. ¢
1869—Rev. William Williams died suddenly.
1872—Janunry. Rev. Thompson died.
& October, Church called Rev, Harvey Johnson.
4 1874—Church declared itself “self-supporting.” _
Macedonia Church set a part as Union's first mission-child.
1876—January, New edifice dedicated, having cost more thai
$20,000. e {
. i
1879—Great Missionary expansion program launched wherein over
ten missions and churches resulted, in the city and counties.
1892—The Union, because of discrimination withdrew from Mary-
land Union Association.
1897—Union, through Dr. Johnson, established the Colored Baj-
tist Convention.
1902—The Semi-Centenial Celebration of the Church held.
1904—=Soid the North St. edifice and worshipped temporarily in
the Nazarites’ Hall while the present edifice was being built.
1905—December, the present building dedicated, having cost over
$50,000. l 19
1921—Land about the Churchgpurchased for $6,500.
3 ]
r“ 1922—November, Celebration of Dr. Johnson’s 50 years as Minister.
& .
d 1923—January, Dr. Harvey Johnson passed. 3
1924—Dr. Dayid E. Over called as pastor. i .

1925—Dr. Johnson’s Tomb unveiled.
1926—The Parsonage purchased.
1928—Dr. Over’s services terminated.
1929—Rev. J. T. Boddie called as pastor.
1939—Rev. Boddie resigned.

1940—The Church called Dr. Baxter L. Matthews.
The Church purchased the building next door to develop as
| a Parish House. \
“The Lord has done great things for us, whereof we are glad.’
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